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Lesson 4

Fisher of Men
►[image: image1.wmf] Carefully read and keep your lesson you will need it to answer the questions in Lesson 9.
[image: image2.wmf]
Some men like to fish way back in mountain streams and lakes.  Guides are usually needed to lead the fishermen to these faraway fishing spots.  The guide knows how to get there.  He knows where the fish like to feed.  He knows the kind of bait that trout and other fish like best.  In fact, he knows all about how to catch those fish.  The Guide for the Fisher of Men is the Holy Spirit.  As you read this lesson you will see how important it is to follow your Heavenly Guide as you speak to people about being saved.
A. The soul-sinner must be led by the Holy Spirit.
If you would be a soul-winner, you must be led by the Holy Spirit in all things.  If you do not allow Him to lead you in the little everyday things of life, how could He use you to reach a person He was seeking to save?  You might be so busy with something else you would not take time to talk to the person.  Let the Holy Spirit have full control of your life.  Give it over to Him for keeps and be guided even in the smallest things.
B. Speak to a person who has been prepared by the Holy Spirit.
[image: image3.wmf]Half the battle is over when you speak to a person who has a prepared heart.  What is a prepared heart?  When you and others pray for the salvation of a certain person, the Holy Spirit begins to work in that heart.  When you are led by the Spirit to speak to that one, God can speak through you.  His heart is already prepared to receive your message.  He has been thinking about Christ and about his sin.  He may even be eager to hear how he can be saved, though he may not show it.  It is something like making a new garden.  The soil must be dug, raked and thoroughly prepared before the seed is sown.  The Holy Spirit is the One who prepares the “Soil” of the heart.  If you try to speak to someone about salvation without prayer or being led by the Spirit you would be speaking to an unprepared heart.  Pray and let the Spirit lead you and speak through you (Acts 8, 9, 10).
C. The Holy Spirit shows people their sin.
[image: image4.wmf]No one can be saved without the help of the Holy Spirit.  Only the Holy Spirit, using you and God’s Word, can show people how sinful they are and how they are in need of a Savior.  Pray that God will show you the special time He wants you to speak to a certain person.  He wonderfully arranges things.  As you follow Him, you will know when and where, and what to say (Exodus 4:12).  
God opened the way to finish the work which He had begun.

[image: image5.wmf]Yes, the Spirit had prepared his heart by the accident, led him to the meeting, shown him his sin, and helped him accept Christ as his own Savior from sin.

D. Every saved person should be a soul-winner.

Some people think that winning souls is special work for preachers, missionaries and Sunday School teachers.  However, every born again person is commanded to be a soul-winner.  Perhaps you say, “But I can’t.  I don’t know what to say.  I’m scared to death to talk to anyone about accepting Jesus as his Savior.”  Try to tell this to God, out loud, five times.  Almost certainly you will get no further than the second time for you will feel so ashamed.  Really, you are not any worse than any others, for nearly all Christians have felt that way.  The sad part is when people continue to say these things.  This means disobedience to God’s command.  It means letting souls die and go to eternal punishment.  These same people would not hesitate to rush out at night to tell the driver of a car that a bridge had fallen into the river and to direct him another way.  It is of far greater importance to warn the unsaved, who are on the road to destruction and need to be shown the way of salvation.  We must not be afraid of hurting people’s feelings or embarrassing them.  People that have not been saved are in great danger!  Hurt feelings won’t be anything to compare with the pain of eternal punishment.  Warn them today for tomorrow may be too late!

E. Every saved person can be a soul-winner.

        Any of us can win souls if we surrender completely to Christ.  Jesus said, “Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19; Luke 5:10).  Everything we will ever need as fishermen for the Lord Jesus comes as we follow Him.  If we obey the command, “Follow Me,” Jesus promise, “I will make you.”  He taught humble fishermen, who were His disciples, to be faithful soul-winners.  The disciples left everything and followed Him.  Do you care whether a soul is saved or lost?  Are you afraid that people will laugh at you?  Are you afraid to speak to someone about accepting Christ?  Jesus’ answer is “Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men.”  He will lead you through experiences that will teach you to trust only in Him and not in anything you can do (Gospel of John 15:4, 5).  Surrender your life to Him.  Obey His instructions.  Study His Word.  Jesus, who lives in you now that you are saved, will speak through you and make you a fisher of men (Acts 1:8).

F. Live Christ
Some have said, “What you are speaks louder than what you say.” 
Was there ever such praise of a human being?  This neighbor was so like the Lord Jesus, as the missionary described Him, that the little girl thought she was talking about him.  Does your neighbor see Jesus in you?  If he does not, what you say will be of no value.  
They could not read the Gospel according to Mathew, Mark, Luke or John, but they could read the Gospel according to Mr. Wray.  What is the Gospel according to you?  Do others, knowing you, want to know your Savior too?  Jesus tells us in Mathew 28:19, 20 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the World. Amen”
Puzzle Corner

	A bird named in 2 Samuel 1:23
	
	

	An animal named in Isaiah 53:7
	
	Find the name of a man that is made up of the First letters of each of these.  Use a KJV Bible.

	A name for baby in Luke 18:15
	
	

	A color named in Isaiah 1:18
	
	

	An animal named in Exodus 15:21
	
	

	A tree named in Jeremiah 1:11
	
	


Read Exodus 4:1-12 (KJV).  Moses told the Lord he found it hard to 

speak to people about Him.  Fill in the promise the Lord game Moses so 

he would not be afraid to speak for Him: “Now therefore ________________ 

and I will be with thy __ __ __ __ __ and __ __ __ __ __ thee 

what thou shalt __ __ __.”  

Do you think the Lord will do this for you if you ask Him? ___________

Whom should you let control your whole life so He can lead and guide 

you in all things? The __ __ __ __    __ __ __ __ __ __.

The Holy Spirit prepares the heart of the person He want you to speak 

to if you __ __ __ __ about it first.

Read Acts 8:26-40.  Then answer these True or False questions.  Mark T or F.

The angel of the Lord told Philip to go into the desert. ______ 

Philip decided not to go.  ______

There in the desert he met a man who wouldn’t listen to him. ______ 

God wanted Philip to explain the Scripture the man was reading. ______ 

Philip was afraid to speak to this man about the Lord. ______ 

Because Philip was obedient and faithful in witnessing for Christ, the Ethiopian

Eunuch believed on Jesus and was saved and baptized. ______

In Matthew 4:19, 20 Jesus says if I follow Him He will make 

me a fisher of ______________.

There are three things I must do every day to follow Jesus and 

be a soul-winner.  Read Paragraph E again and fill in the missing words.

I must surrender my __________________ to Christ. 

     I must _________________ His instructions.

I must study His _____________________.


-OVER-

Read John 15:5. Jesus says, “______________________ Me you can do___________________.”

Circle the correct answer:

Acts 1:8 says Christ wants some Christians, many Christians, or all Christians to be His witnesses. 

It is important to live for Christ because what you are ______________________ louder than what

you _______________________.

Have you ever spoken to an unsaved person about Christ? ______________   If so, tell us about it.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

11. I am in the ____________ grade.

► Be sure to keep all lessons together, you will need them for the last lesson!
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Fishing, I’m fishing, 


To catch the souls of men;


Fishing, I’m fishing, 


Since I’ve been born again; 


For my Savior said to follow, 


To follow Him, and He


Would make a real fisher 


Of lost men out of me.





A young lady became sick enough to go to bed.  It was the only way God’s messenger could have spoken to her alone.  The soul-winner breathed a prayer of praise to God when the sick woman said, “I was wishing you would come and speak to me.”  The Spirit had been showing her how much she needed Christ.








At a meeting thirty-five young people accepted Jesus as their Savior.  One young fellow, over six feet tall, said, trembling, “I was nearly killed today playing football.”  Pointing to his bandages, he continued, “I believe the Lord did this so that I would do some thinking.”  He did some thinking, and acting too, for he accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior.  





A Scottish missionary, home on furlough from India, told this story.  She had been teaching a group of children one day, telling them about Jesus and bringing out, bit by bit, parts of His character.  One child, listening carefully, grew excited and at last, unable to keep quiet any longer, blurted out, “I know him; he lives near us!”  





A young missionary was not yet able to speak to his people in their language.  One day when they were all seated in a circle, the question was asked by another teacher, “What is it to be a Christian?”  No one knew the answer but one of them pointed to this young man and replied, “It is to live as Mr. Wray lives.”  





Name___________________________________   Date: ______   Phone # __________________ 


Mailing Address ______________________________ City_____________ State ____  Zip_______
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